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Exemplar for internal assessment resource English for Achievement Standard 90053 

 

 Grade Boundary: Low Excellence 

1. To meet this standard with Excellence, the student needs to: 

• develop and structure ideas effectively in formal writing 
• use language features that are appropriate to the audience and purpose, with 

control, to command attention in formal writing. 

The student’s piece about whaling develops and structures ideas effectively. The idea 
that whaling is wrong, and should stop, is built on and linked in a compelling, generally 
well-organised way. The student does this by: 

• establishing the main idea by giving details of what whaling looks like, and 
listing the other ideas that will be developed in the essay (1) 

• giving details of whale habitat, and using statistics, examples and discussion to 
build the idea of the effects of the whaling industry (2) 

• offering viable solutions to using whale parts (3) 
• giving examples of boats involved in volunteer whale conservation (4) 
• drawing together the ideas in the conclusion, reinforcing the argument to ban 

whaling (5). 
The student uses a distinctive personal voice which commands attention. A variety of 
language features are used, such as direct address to the audience, and a variation of 
tone to support different dimensions, including emotive, factual and argument. 
Sentence structures are varied. Although there are minor errors with comma use, 
overall there is sufficient control of text conventions to be accurate. 

To meet this standard with Excellence more securely, the fourth paragraph requires 
further development of ideas, connecting the significance of the examples to the 
argument. For example, what does the sinking of the Ady Gil tell us about volunteers 
and whaling? 

 

© NZQA 2014  





Exemplar for internal assessment resource English for Achievement Standard 90053 

 Grade Boundary: High Merit 

2. To meet this standard with Merit, the student needs to: 

• develop and structure ideas convincingly in formal writing 
• use language features that are appropriate to the audience and purpose, with 

control, in formal writing. 
 

The student convincingly develops and structures credible and connected ideas about 
the cruelty of pig farming practices. The student does this by:  

• establishing the topic with statistics about numbers and ages of pigs killed for 
food (1) 

• introducing the idea that pig farm conditions are inhumane (2) 
• giving a description and statistics to build the idea of the cruelty of pigs’ living 

conditions (3) 
• linking these living conditions to human experience (4) 
• explaining ways that people could take action to stop such farming practices 

(5). 
The student uses a personal voice that begins to capture attention. The use of 
emotional language and contrast between the reality of conditions and ‘childhood 
stories’ is generally sustained. 

To meet this standard with Excellence, the ideas need to be developed and structured 
so that they become perceptive and well-organised. The student could establish the 
main idea of the argument more effectively (1) by stating it at the start. The student 
could build a compelling argument by considering other aspects of commercial pig 
farming, for example, economic and legal. 
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Pig farming  

 

One hundred million pigs in the US are slaughtered every year. If one hundred million 
pigs are killed just in the US each year then imagine how many are slaughtered in 
the world? Pigs are slaughtered every single day. They are usually slaughtered after 
4-7 months. Pigs intended for pork are usually slaughtered 1-2 months younger than 
pigs for bacon.  As a vegetarian I believe that killing pigs is wrong, but there is an 
even worse injustice happening to pigs and that is the way they are raised before 
they are slaughtered, this in itself is barbaric.  
I found they spend their lives in cramped metal pens inside filthy, disgusting sheds. 
They are given almost no room to move and they are deprived of everything that is 
natural to them. Some pens in New Zealand are only 60cm wide and 2m long and 
the pigs can’t turn around. Their living conditions are horrible; imagine sleeping in 
your own urine and feces.  I found out that pigs don't have the lives you think they do. 
They don't get to roll in the mud as we imagine they do from childhood stories. There 
is no freedom or joy for farmed pigs. It is misery from the day they are born to the day 
they die. They won't ever get to step outdoors or breathe fresh air until the day they 
are loaded onto trucks bound for their slaughter.  No one would like to have this 
happen to them. Pigs feel pain just like humans do. I don't see how a human could 
treat an animal in such a horrible way. It is disgusting, revolting and so cruel. 

If you really wanted to help you could help farmed pigs by joining www.lovepigs.org 
to help change the law.  You could even take a petition or write a letter to your local 
MP or the government yourself. We also have the choice to think about what we buy.  
To choose free range pigs who have had a life free of cruelty, who have be humanely 
killed, is better than to buy ham, bacon or pork, where the pigs have been farmed in 
barbaric conditions.  If everyone in NZ did this there would be no market for farmed 
pigs and farmers would be forced to change this practice. As people who buy and eat 
meat, we should be responsible to read the packaging.  If it doesn’t say the pigs are 
free range, then you know the truth! 
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Student 2: High Merit 
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Exemplar for internal assessment resource English for Achievement Standard 90053 

 Grade Boundary: Low Merit 

3. To meet this standard with Merit, the student needs to: 

• develop and structure ideas convincingly in formal writing 
• use language features that are appropriate to the audience and purpose, with 

control, in formal writing. 

The student develops some credible ideas convincingly, by: 

• giving reasons why the driving age should not be raised (1) 
• suggesting teens' brain development as a contributing factor in teen road 

crashes (2) 
• exploring both sides of the argument 
• offering solutions to combat teen inexperience in driving (3). 

The student convincingly structures the idea that the driving age should not be raised 
through a progression of pros, cons, solutions, statistics, examples, opinions and 
discussion. Language features are generally used with control. They have been 
selected to link to the audience and intended purpose, and text conventions such as 
spelling and punctuation are used accurately.  

To meet this standard with Merit more securely, ideas could be developed and linked 
more convincingly. The student could link ideas about alternatives to raising the driving 
age, with the information about teen brain development, for a more compelling, well-
organised and persuasive argument. Although a variety of language features have 
been used, there is some awkwardness of syntax in the first two paragraphs. 
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Exemplar for internal assessment resource English for Achievement Standard 90053 

 Grade Boundary: High Achieved 

4. To meet this standard the student needs to: 

• develop and structure ideas in formal writing 
• use language features that are appropriate to the audience and purpose in 

formal writing. 

The student develops and structures the idea that homework is a problem for today’s 
learners (1). The introduction states the main idea, and uses details of the time it takes 
to link to the homework problem (2). The first paragraph develops positives of 
homework (3). The second and third paragraphs develop negatives of homework (4). 
These ideas are drawn together, and a solution is offered (5). 

The student uses language features that are appropriate to the audience and purpose. 

To meet this standard with Merit, the ideas need to be developed and structured 
convincingly, so that the persuasive argument is generally credible and connected. The 
idea of time management problems (2) could be structured in one paragraph. Further 
development is required in the third paragraph to show a more convincing link between 
obesity and homework.  

The student could select vocabulary with more control, to replace phrases such as 
‘they can’t handle’, ‘just forgetting it’, ‘languages which we do not use outside’, ‘may 
cause students to’. 
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Homework’s out of control! 
 
The biggest damage in children’s learning is done by homework! Homework is 
sometimes to look over what work has been done during the day or to prepare for 
future tests and subjects but it is being over used with students. While teachers might 
only give thirty minutes of homework a day, students have five teachers a day. This 
means five lots of thirty minute homework which means a lot of time after school. 
With after school jobs and sports this is too much time for children and they can’t 
handle the amount of homework that they are being given.  
 
Home work has been around since the start of school and while most children would 
argue it is an evil invention to bring pure misery to them, it actually has some 
valuable bonuses that can help students to get better in their schooling. It helps us 
remember what we learnt during the day instead of just forgetting it. For other 
languages such as languages which we do not use outside of the class it can help us 
practice that as well.  
 
But there is a downside because homework gets in the way of students after school 
time. It takes time from the sports and other activities that children participate in. 
Scientists have linked homework to obesity because students spend too much time 
doing homework until it is too late to go outside. They miss out on physical activity 
which is important in a child’s development.  
 
Homework is also known to cause frustration and tiredness, which can lead to 
psychological problems in later life. In a television news report about primary 
students, it said that homework may cause students to stay up late to complete it, 
which makes them tired. This can make them too sleepy to pay attention the next day 
when they have to attend school the main learning part of there life. This means that 
they are not learning due to too much homework.  
 
Schools can stop these problems by making sure that teachers discuss homework with 
each other to make sure they do not overload students too much. Teachers can also 
make homework not compulsory which will get rid of the stress that comes with it. 
Homework is a great thing. It helps us learn but it needs to be regulated and to be 
worked with the student so it does not get in the way of the students other 
commitments.  
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Exemplar for internal assessment resource English for Achievement Standard 90053 

 Grade Boundary: Low Achieved 

5. To meet this standard, the student needs to: 

• develop and structure ideas in formal writing 
• use language features that are appropriate to the audience and purpose in 

formal writing. 

The student develops and structures the idea that success in sport is not all about 
winning (1). Ideas are built on and structured sequentially, through examples of 
Olympic athletes (2) and high jump coaching (3), and quotations (4), so that they are 
working towards a planned whole. The conclusion generally draws together ideas and 
reinforces the argument. 

The student generally uses language features that are appropriate to the intended 
purpose and audience.  

To meet this standard more securely, the student could develop the idea expressed in 
the fourth paragraph that athletes find it difficult to "see success in terms of achieving 
their own goals”, and link it to the main idea. 
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 Grade Boundary: High Not Achieved 

6. To meet this standard, the student needs to 

• develop and structure ideas in formal writing 
• use language features that are appropriate to the audience and purpose in 

formal writing. 

The student expresses the idea that bullying is not an issue in all New Zealand schools 
(1). Examples of bullying in schools are given (2), along with some details about 
technology use in bullying (3). The student begins to structure this idea by stating it in 
the introduction, expressing details or examples in body paragraphs, and repeating it in 
the conclusion. 

To meet this standard, the student needs to develop and structure ideas so that they 
are working towards a coherent whole. Details and examples need to link and build on 
the main idea. For example:  

• how does the paragraph about the growth of bullying and higher levels of 
violence support the main idea that it is not a big issue in schools? 

• how does the paragraph about new technology that plays a main part in bullying 
support the conclusion that it is not an issue in schools? 

The student also needs to use written text conventions without intrusive error patterns. 
Further reworking is required to correct the errors of spelling, punctuation and grammar 
(3). 
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